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2.0

2.1

THE CURRICULUM

Title of the Proposed Programme

The title of the proposed programme is Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics.

2.2 Philosophy of the Programme

The founding philosophy of Catholic Higher Education which stresses free search for t.he
whole truth informs this programme to search for the truth through research and practice
in Applied Linguistics.

2.3 Rationale for the Programme

2.3.1

2.3.2

Needs Assessment/Survey/Situation Analysis

The Department of English has offered English to Bachelor of Education students for
twenty years. Students have gone on to pursue Master’s degrees in the subject or in other
subjects within CUEA and in other universities. With the rising demand for relevant
Postgraduate qualifications, coupled with the Vision, Mission and Philosophy of the
University, there is need for the Department to offer interested students, with relevant
backgrounds, an appropriate Master’s programme.

The full-time staff in the Department have examined the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats that may apply to the proposed programme. The strengths of the
Department are its qualified and experienced teaching staff, both part-time and full-time.
The Department also has B.Ed. students, some of whom have expressed a wish to pursue
postgraduate qualifications within the Department. Upon approval, more full time staff
will be required relatively rapidly to support the programme and to develop further areas
of specialization in order to continually strengthen the programme and maintain cutting-
edge relevance.

Opportunities exist at the national and regional levels. With the development of counties,
there is increasing demand for qualified staff in various fields. In tandem, there is rising
demand for good postgraduate programmes, as people increasingly demand professional
and accountable services and leadership. The Department has also continued to attract
students from the AMECEA region and beyond, who may choose to continue their
studies at CUEA and further popularize the Department, and the University in general,
within the region. Possible challenges include existing MA Applied Linguistics
programmes in other universities — a challenge which the Department hopes to overcome

by offering relevant specialisms.

Justification of the need for the Programme

Applied Linguistics is here taken to be an interdisciplinary field that offers theoretical
and descriptive foundations, with the intention of practically solving real language-
related problems and challenges. The programme offers knowledge and expertise to
persons in, or aspiring to professions that require specialized language awareness. It has
been designed to not only build on the strong foundations established by our Bachelor of
Education in English and literature in English programme, but also to broaden the
research and teaching base of the Department by reaching out to other cadres whose
professional contributions are likely to be enhanced by undertaking advanced language-
related studies and research. The target groups therefore include teachers of English,



teacher educators, persons aspiring to language-related university teaching, r.esearch and
consultancy work, and professionals whose practice requires knowledge of mtercultt'lral
communication, translation and interpretation. These include media practitioners,l project
managers, and civil servants working within heterogeneous communities, counties, and
countries.

2.4 Goal of the Programme

The primary goal of the Programme is capacity building in language education and
intercultural communication in Kenya, the AMECEA region and Africa in general. The
specializations were developed with the desire to strike a balance between theoretical
studies and the development of practical skills to solve language-related problems. We do
this by offering common courses in research and theoretical linguistics, core courses in
our specialization areas, and electives that afford learners the opportunity to address their
needs and explore their interests.

2.5 Expected Learning Outcomes of the Programme

On successful completion of the programme, students should be able to:

a) Identify language-related problems in the society and propose research-based solutions:

b) Critically engage with various forms of research literature:

¢) Demonstrate understanding of the role of theory in research and the role of research in policy
formulation and implementation;

d) Engage in appropriate research design and adopt appropriate qualitative and quantitative
methods;

e) Uphold ethics in research and professionalism in the place of work.

MA in Applied Linguistics with Specialization in English Language Education (ELE)

Upon successful completion of this specialization, the graduate is expected to command ability
in the following competencies:

a) Demonstrable expertise in analysing and designing appropriate language curricular,
syllabuses, courses, tasks and materials;

b) Engagement in innovative practices that will enhance their personal professional practice and
promote teacher development in general;

¢) Demonstrable awareness of ELT methodology in general, and the importance of appropriate
methodology in specific teaching and learning contexts;

d) Appropriate application of Second Language Learning theories to classroom language
learning;

e) Engagement in practice and research in the field of language testing and assessment.

MA in Applied Linguistics with Specialization in Intercultural Communication,
Translation and Interpretation (ICTI)

Upon successful completion of this specialization, the graduate is expected to command ability
in the following competencies:

a) Significant and meaningful research into intercultural communication challenges and
solutions arising within multilingual/multicultural Africa and between Africa and the rest of
the world;



b) Engagement in innovative practices to promote awareness of intercultural communication
skills among professionals and within professions;

¢) Provision of translation and interpretation skills; _

d) Capacity to engage in training of personnel to improve expertise in translation and
interpretation locally, within the AMECEA region, and in Africa in general.

2.6 Mode of Delivery of the Programme

The programme will be delivered through face-to-face and distance learning. Under the face—tlo-
face mode of delivery, there will be classroom based learning, involving direct contact with
lecturers. Moreover, the programme will be delivered through lectures, projects, class
discussions, seminars and thesis supervision. Under the distance-learning mode, the programme
will mainly be delivered through the Internet in an asynchronous format. This will be
supplemented by materials written specifically for the course which will include exercises and
tasks, which the student will work through

2t Academic Regulations

2.7.1 Admission Requirements
a) The common regulations for the master’s degree in the University shall apply.

b) i) MA in Applied Linguistics with Specialization in English Language Education
(ELE)
Holders of a Bachelor of Education degree in English/linguistics with a minimum of at
least upper second-class honours from CUEA or a recognized University shall be eligible
for admission.

ii) MA in Applied Linguistics with Specialization in Intercultural
Communication, Translation and Interpretation (ICTI)

e Holders of a Bachelor of Education or Bachelor of Arts degree in
linguistics/English/Kiswahili with a minimum of at least upper second-
class honours from CUEA or a recognized University shall be eligible for
admission.

e Applicants should have obtained a credit (minimum C) in at least two
languages in the KCSE, or its equivalent.

e Holders of non-language related degrees with credits (minimum C) in at
least two languages in the KCSE or its equivalent shall be considered.

¢) In exceptional cases, the Senate may also admit to the Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics
programme holders of lower second class honours, who have met other criteria specified in
b) i) and ii), provided such candidates can, on the basis of research, publications and
academic work they have done and relevant experience (two years), show that they are well
qualified to undertake postgraduate work.

2.7.2 Course Requirements

The course requires that all the students attend classes and complete all the assignments given by
the lecturers. The students will also undertake research. The course also requires the lecturers to
teach, guide, assess and supervise students for the duration of the course.



